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Qur Holden SS-V Ute

t's been an eventful month
for the hay hauler, with
plenty of ime behind the
whoel and in the workshop
golting somo tasty mods. It's
beon an enj experienco
30 [ax, with no isaues 1o report
besides the usual new-car
parancia of parking lots and
driving in tho wet woatker,
The first addition came via
a visit to Rob at Hunters Hill
Window Tinting for some nice
dark glass. Now, with gangster-
spec tint the car looks noticeably
meaner while it ensures that my
pasiey comploxion will remain.
The big change for this month,
though, was a set of Pedders
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and Ilwr don't cost the earth,
either. Using the quick adjustor
clickors’ cnm for 30 difforemt
sottings from soft and compliant
right through (o race-car hard.
Straight out of the box these
coil.overs look the biz with
ancdised adjustors and bright
rod springs bringing a bit of
bling, but you don't need 1o
fork out for any oxtras as there's
detailed instructions ard tools
included in the kit 30 you can
make any of the adjustments
easily by yourseld.
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Dimitrios and the guys at
Podders Bankstown made short
work of installing the coll-overs,
removing the standard (and
heavy) suspension and slolting in
tho front coil-overs in minutes.

The rear takes considerably

more work as a small hole needs
10 bo drilled into the criginal
Holdon top-hat to allow oasy
acceas for the clickers. Once
installod, tho rido hoight and
clicker soltings were chosen,
basod on my requirements (as an
overyday commuter!) before the
car was wheel aligned.

From the workshop, | made
a quick stop off 1o jettison the
stock suspension and fuel up in

anticipation of some solid testing
on the winding roads of the Royal
National Park in Sydney's South.
First impreasions are that,
while a fair bit firmer than the
standard suspension, the ride’s
still comfertablo and not as harah
as | expected. Road joins and hits
at speod are swallowed up with
eard and don't transfor through to
the cabin. So far, so
Nwmmmlhoxmonu Park,
the road snakes its way from
signposted 70km/h sweepors
right through 1o cambered
hairpins, and the big ute takes
itall. I am amazod with how fla
and stable it foels, The stock
suspension despised trailbraking



Wewant to know what it’s Lke to Uve
with 3 LPG-uelled HSY lor s whie

HSV CLUBSPORT LPI
COSTI$76,000

WORDS AND PHOTOS CHRIS BRASHER

Olayg it's not all abewt handting - iUs gotta leck cool

and mid-corner corrections,
which unbalanced the car,

yet this trait has been all but
oliminated. Now, it just wants
mo 1o pash harder (o soo what it
can really do. | can brake later,
hold more cornerspood and
power oul earlier than before -
i's like night and day.

A quick stop-off 10 lot the
brakes cool and fiddle with the
clickers - five clicks harder
front and rear - and set off back
lowards Sydney.

Instantly the car bocomes
stiffer and livelier, with a more
precise turn-in, Stitfening the
roar prompts slightly more
oversteer but it still remains

The Ute's stasce is now seper-toogh

controllable. Bad paiches of
road and dipa can really be
felt now, but the big ute cats it
all up and instills even more
confidonce. So much confidence
that the brakes completely shit
themselvos into a leafly hairpin
for a brown undie moment...

Bang for your buck, these
coil-overs are fantastic. Not only
does the Ute look tough with
its lowered, hunkered-down
stance, you might even surprise
a few WRXs and Evos in the
twisty bits as you hound them
through the corners.

With the suspension sorted,
brakes are noxt, then it's more
grant for the 6.0L. - CB

5.3s¢cto 100ken/h, xxxkm/h

YOUR $100K CHALLENGE

1. You have a maximum of $100,000 to spend on a dream garage.
You can spend Less, but not more,
2. Your maximum three cars must be classic preduction models.
Each car must fulfil one of the following criteria:
« One built before 1975
* One built between 1975 and 1999
* Onve madern classic [post 2000)
Send your entry to:

1975-19399

‘g1 NISSAN
SKYLINE R32 GT-R
The most legendary
GT-R,the R32 s

the fastest, lightest
rawest pre*R35
GT'R, but fer this
 sort of coln it'll have
to be a qrey import.
COST: $17,000
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€OST: $40,000 ™

REFUND: $3000°



